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THE REFLECTING DESERT 
PROGRAM NOTES 

* 
THE REFLECTING DESERT is inspired by Salar de Uyuni, the  

world’s largest salt flat, also known by the name ‘The Reflecting Desert’. 
The remnant of several vast lakes, Salar de Uyuni, in central Bolivia, formed during 

the uplift of the Andes Mountains. Here, in one of the world’s most breathtaking 
sights, earth and sky seem to merge. The water has not completely evaporated, and 
the small amount remaining reflects the sky in a most unique way. Yet this place of 

almost transcendent beauty is also an environment so harsh that virtually no wildlife 
or vegetation can survive there. 

 
This music is both a depiction of the stark beauty of Salar de Uyuni, 

and a reflection of the awe that it arouses in the visitor. 
 

THEMES & IDEAS 
* 

The ‘open fifths’ idea is a prevalent one in this work, and is the first  
recognizable motif in the piece - occurring in measure one. This idea,  

coupled with the indication senza vibrato seeks to depict a barren landscape. 
!

The ‘falls’ and ‘scoops’ sometimes heard at the end of notes suggest  
echoes in the vastness of the salt desert. 

!
The section beginning at measure 27 could be seen as depicting the natural  
forces that gave rise to Salar de Uyuni - this material is reprised at m. 106. 

 
The second major segment of this work begins at m. 59. This section focuses on 

‘reflecting’ ideas, as many of the fragments and melodies mirror each other. First 
noticed in measures 60 & 61, the three (then five) note motif in the alto saxophone is 

inverted and echoed by the tenor saxophone just an eighth rest later. The melody 
found between the soprano and tenor saxophone in m. 78 & 79 starts as unison, and 

then branches off - soprano ascending, tenor descending both by half-step. 
!

The ‘reflecting’ and ‘mirroring’ ideas along with textures built on open-fifths 
permeate this composition, in an attempt to convey the essence of  

Salar de Uyuni, The Reflecting Desert, in natural and in human terms.!
*!
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