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FOREVER SKY
PROGRAM NOTES

FOREVER SKY is a four-minute work for Trumpet ensemble that depicts the
vastness and glory of outer space. The title is derived from a poem (below)
entitled Outer Space, written by Pulitzer Prize winner, William Matthews.
FOREVER SKY has several prominent themes (both rhythmic and melodic) that
permeate the work. This piece also deals somewhat extensively with bitonality.
These ideas comprise to make an interesting new addition to the trumpet

ensemble repertoire.

Outer Space by William Matthews

If you could turn the moon
on a lathe, you would
because you are curious.

And that would explain
why the moon slivers,
but explain it stupidly

by not taking care
to ask how the moon rounds.
And so we go, stupid ideas

for feet. The better to wander
with, retort the feet,
and what can you say,

you who shaved those taut
spirals from the moon,
kinks of tightening light

that fell away from your attention
to your work growing smaller
the better you did it?

Threads on a screw, the worm
of a corkscrew, the circular
staircase to sleep....

Soon the moon is gone
as far as it can go and still come back.
Soon there’ll be no room

for you: the moon will be all
stomach, like a melon.
The nest you "ve been meaning

to leave is inside, aslosh with seeds.
Around the outside you curl
like the sky that goes away forever.



FOREVER SKY

INSTRUMENTATION
*
TRUMPET 1 (& Bb FLUGELHORN) TRUMPET 4
TRUMPET 2 (& Bb FLUGELHORN) TRUMPET 5
TRUMPET 3 (& Bb FLUGELHORN) TRUMPET 6

*

As you may notice, the trumpet parts do not specify if they are for Bb or C
trumpets. While C Trumpets are preferred, the score and enclosed parts
reflect the music as performed on B-flat trumpets and flugelhorns.

If the music is performed on C trumpets,
the flugelhorn sections need to be transposed up a step.

Note: for such a case, transposed parts for the flugelhorn sections are
available online at triplo.com.

*

Commissioned by William Luckett
&

the University of Alabama Trumpet Ensemble

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
JOSH HOBBS (b. 1990) is a composer currently pursuing his Masters degree in
Instrumental Conducting at the University of South Florida. His output includes
works for ensembles of all sizes and kinds, also electronic media.

Josh’s music is published through David Hickman Music and Triplo Press, and is
also registered with the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(ASCAP). Josh is a member of the Society of Composers (SCI) as well as the
American Composers Forum (ACF) and resides in Tampa, Florida.

For more information, recordings, and other helpful resources, please visit
www.musicofjoshhobbs.com
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